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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LEADERS JOIN FORCES TO LOBBY CONGRESS
FOR REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

WASHINGTON, D.C —Inadrong show of unity, trangportation leaders from each of
Southern California s six countiestha make upthe Southern CaliforniaAssociaion of
Governments (SCAG) (Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura) are
vigting congressional represataivesin Washingon, D.C. thisweek to advocate for 29 priority
trangportaion projeastotaling$11 hillion.

“1 am s0 pleased with the consensus and unity we are presentingto Congress,” said Hal
Bernson, Los Angeles city council member and SCAG president. “Thisisthe fird time Southern
Californiahas cometogeher to advocaeitstrangortaion needs. Our cooperaive spirit will go a
long way in helping us get thesevital transportaion priority projedsthet coverthe gamu, from
roads to mass transt to harbors.”

Thetrangportation officials are seekingto havethe projeds, contained in the 2001
Regional Trangportaion Plan prepared by SCA G, included in the next version of the federal
Trangportaion Equity Ad, known asTEA-3. Sncethe early 1990s, Congress haspassed various
versons of tha ad, which sarves asthe federal government’ s comprehensive transportaion
funding measure for arange of highway, transit, local road, bicycle and pedegrian projeds.

Regional trangortation officials 4ressed the importance of Southern Califomiareceiving
an inaeased share of its contributionsto the Highway Trust Fund. “Our region is, in essence, a
“donor stae” because we send back more money in taxesto Washington tha we get badk for
trangportaion projeds,” said Ron Roberts, T anecula city council member and vice chairman of
the Riverside County Transportation Commission.

“ Southern Califormnia s17 million people represant the ninth largest economy inthe
world, and the fourth largest in Americaafter the saesof California, Texasand New York. We
are sending apowerful messageto Congress when it seestha we have cometogether with a
unified voiceto address our trangportaion challenges,” said Bill Alexander, Rancho Cucomonga
mayor, chairman of Merolink and a member of the San Bernardino Associaed Governments
(SANBAG).
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Members of the Southern California delegation making thetrip include:
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Hal Bernson, Los Angeles city council member, SCAG president, Los Angeles
County MeropolitanT rengportaion Auhority (MTA) chairman and Merolink board
member

Bill Alexander, Rancho Cucamonga mayor, Metrolink chairman and San Bernardino
Associated Governments (SANBAG) board member

Ron Roberts, Temecula city council member and Riverside County Trangortaion
Commission (RCT C) vicechairman

Art Brown, BuenaPak city council member and Orange County Transportaion
Authority (OCT A) board member

Keith Millhouse, Moorpark mayor protem and Ventura County T ransportation
Commission (VCT C) chairman

Mark Pisano, SCA G executivedirector

Roger Shoble, MT A chief execuiveofficer

Arthur Leahy, OCT A executive diredor

Eric Haley, RCT C executive director

Norm King, SANBAG executive diredor

Ginger Gheradi, VCT C executive diredor

Tim Jones, Imperial County public worksdirecor

David Solow, Metrolink chief executive officer

“The San Francisco Bay Area has used this goproach with somesuccess. Wethink we

can make Congress St up andtekenatice of our region’ svital contributionsto the naional

economy, goods movement and trangportation,” said MT A CEO Roger Shoble.
The delegation is scheduled to meg with anumber of Southland members of Congress as
well askey transportaion leaderson Cepitol Hill duringtheir trip to Washingtonthis week,

including:
Rep. Ken Calvert Rep. Nick Rahall
Rep. Gary Miller Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard
Rep. Ed Royce Rep. James Oberdar
Rep. Diane Waton Rep. Jerry Cogello
Rep. Jerry Lewis Rep. Duke Cunningham
Rep. Joe Baca Senator Dianne Feingtein
Rep. John Doolittle Senator Jack Reed
Minority Leader Nancy Pelos Senator T homas Caper
Rep. Hilda Solis Senator Debbie Sabenow
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